
 
The question is more controversial than you might think. Any number of responses can sound about right until 

you really dig in and see that they aren’t all saying the same thing.  Read through the following quotes about 

the purpose of the church and identify: 

 

 Which of the following do you most agree with?  
 Which do you least agree with? 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Phil Ryken says, “One of the last gifts Jesus gave to the church was a clear, unambiguous statement of 

its mission to the world. Jesus said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth….’ That Great Commission is still 

in effect. Although it was first given to the apostles, it is a mission statement for all Christians at all times and 

in all place” (City on a Hill, 129). 

 

Christopher Wright maintains that, “Fundamentally, our mission (if it is biblically informed and vali-

dated) means our committed participation as God’s people, at God’s invitation and command, in God’s own 

mission within the history of God’s world for the redemption of God’s creation” (The Mission of God, 22-23). 

 

Reggie McNeal argues that the missional church is the people of God partnering with God in his     

redemptive mission in the world (Missional Renaissance, 24). We are to be an incarnational presence on the 

earth (31), working for those things that enhance life and opposing those that steal life (35). 

 

William Dyrness and James Engel advocate a missions model which “affirms that evangelism and 

social transformation are inseparable elements in Christ’s kingdom that embraces all of creation. The goal is 

shalom—a sense of human welfare and well-being that transcends an artificial distinction between private and 

public worlds. Shalom, by its very nature, is rooted in justice and compassion” (Changing the Mind of Mis-

sions, 93). The new paradigm for missions is “the establishment and extension of God’s kingdom reign on this 

earth” (79). 

 

Gabe Lyons explains our mission by suggesting that “God commissioned us to share his whole story 

and become conduits for him to bring healing to earth and its residents. Like a capstone to the story of God, 

Christians are called to partner in a restorative work so that the torch of hope is carried until Christ re-

turns” (The Next Christians, 55). Later he says, we are “on a mission, partnering with God to breathe justice 

and mercy and peace and compassion and generosity into the world. [The next Christians] believe that in 

small ways they are turning back the hands of time to give the world a glimpse of what the world looked like 

before sin entered the picture (59).” 

 

Tim Keller says “While the mission of the institutional church is to preach the Word and produce 

disciples, the church must disciple Christians in such a way that they live justly and integrate their faith 

with their work. So the church doesn't directly change culture, but it disciples and supports people who do. 

Another balance has to do with society's cultural institutions. Rather than taking them over, or avoiding 

them as a corrupting influence, or treating them with indifference---Christians are to be a faithful presence 

within them...” 
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