
Week Five 

Chapters 9 and 10 

CHAPTERS 9 & 10 
9:1-3  The Teacher—”So I reflected on all this and concluded that the righteous and the wise and what they do are in God’s hands, 

but no one knows whether love or hate awaits them. All share a common destiny—the righteous and the wicked, the good and the 

bad, the clean and the unclean, those who offer sacrifices and those who do not. As it is with the good, so with the sinful; as it is 

with those who take oaths, so with those who are afraid to take them.  This is the evil in everything that happens under the sun: The 

same destiny overtakes all. The hearts of people, moreover, are full of evil and there is madness in their hearts while they live, and 

afterward they join the dead.” 

 
 The teacher reaches the conclusion that life is be unfair, (v. 9:2, 3, 11-12, 10:6-7).   

  Do you agree?  Do you know anyone who would? 
 

 

 

A Benediction 
9:7-12 “Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for God has already approved what you 

do. Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with oil. Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this 

meaningless life that God has given you under the sun—all your meaningless days. For this is your lot in life and in your toilsome 

labor under the sun.  Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the realm of the dead, where you are going, 

there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.”  

 

 

In the New Testament we have numerous Benedictions, “Good Words,” meant to encourage the church.  Many of these were 

penned by Paul in his letters to the churches.  If this Benediction from The Teacher in chapter 9 is a half truth, what is the other 

half?  If Paul were to rewrite these words, understanding the truth of Jesus, what would he write?   
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“Every person should attend a funeral at least once a year.  Going to a wedding reminds you that the marriage bond is sacred.      

Going to a funeral reminds you that life is a vapor and one day yours will be gone.”  - Pastor Colin Smith 
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What does Hollywood say about life and death?   
 
 

 How does Hollywood present funerals and death?   

 

 

 

 

   What does this statement of death say about the World’s opinion of life? 

 

 
 

 
How much time do you have left? 
 At what age are you likely to die a normal old age death?  _________ 

 

 

 How old are you?        - _________ 

 

 

 How many years left do you have to, as Michael Jr. put it, 

 “walk in and toward your purpose?”    _________ 

 
 
 
• Why did God create you?  (Have you asked him?)   

• Who are you going to serve?  (Who do you love?)  

• How are you going to live in the world but not of it?  (Money talks, but you don’t have to listen!)  

• How will you fear and obey God? (Isn’t wisdom worth it?)  

• When? (What are you waiting for?)  

 
 
 
THE PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL 
Luke 12:13-21 

 

   

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

“"DEATH DOESN'T CHANGE US MORE THAN LIFE." ~ Charles Dickens, The Old Curiosity Shop 
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